WATER  UNDER  THE  BRIDGES
Kitchener in Egypt any consolation to him for having missed winning
the National on his own horse.
I stopped altogether about a week in Hong-Kong, some of the time
of which was spent in a two-day trip to Canton with an American
business friend. My chief recollections of that interesting city, with
its vast water population living in junks on the river, were the narrow-
ness of the streets, the intolerable smell of pork, and my failure to get
permission to see two Chinese criminals beheaded. * The flagship of
the C.-in-C the China Squadron arrived in Hong-Kong while I was
there, a fact which proved that I had chosen well the date for my
visit. Sir Hedworth Lambton was the Admiral, and the whereabouts
of his fleet could always be guessed with infallible accuracy if one knew
the dates of the race weeks at Hong-Kong or Shanghai, or the best
season for the goose- and duck-shooting and such other occasions.
It was not till the early summer of 1911 that the Agadir incident
reminded one that the world was working up for war.
The despatch of the German gunboat Panther to that port was in
fact one of the definite milestones on the road to August 1914. The
French Government not unnaturally regarded the German demon-
stration as a threat to their Moroccan Empire; Lloyd George in a
speech at the Mansion House came out definitely on the side of France,
with a warning to Germany that Britain could not remain disinter-
ested; and the Italians, perturbed at possible German designs in North
Africa, dedded to stake out their own claims there without further
delay, and a few weeks later declared war on Turkey and occupied
Tripoli.
For some days the possibility of war was a real one and the naval
position in the Far East caused H.M. Government considerable un-
easiness. The Germans had in Chinese waters those two powerful
cruisers the Gnelsenau and the Scharnhorst^ under the command of
Admiral von Spec, which were to sink'Admiral Cradock's ships off
Coronel, to be sunk in their turn later by the fleet of Admiral Sturdee
off the Falkland Islands. Together they were considerably more
powerful than anything which we could put up against them in the
Far East. Urgent instructions were consequently sent to the Embassy
in Tokio telling us to get in touch with both the British and the French
fleets with a view to their junction and co-operation. Both Sir Claude
and Horace Rumbold were up at Chusenji in summer quarters and